Step into
a bright
future
with the Elgin Energy Graduate Programme

Graduate Programme

Graduate Programme

Work with a
leading global solar
developer to deliver
a zero-carbon
future.

Graduate Programme

About the
Graduate
Programme
Our graduate programme offers an intensive 18 month
learning journey on the project development team.
This programme aims to give you experience
across all areas of the development process and
prepares you for the role of project manager.
You will engage with each department to
understand their function and how the entire
business operates. In addition to project
development, our graduates are afforded the
opportunity to explore and take ownership of
individual interest projects.

All graduates are assigned a buddy, a colleague
who has already been through our Graduate
Programme, to help them settle into the
company and a Mentor, a senior member of the
business who will act as a sounding board and
career guide.
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Graduate Programme Overview
This programme is initially focused on
introducing you to the world of solar energy
and Elgin Energy. Following this you will start to
learn about the four stages of the development
process: grid, legal, planning and routes to
market as summarised below.
You will engage with internal and external
stakeholders as you progress your own projects,
from the beginning of your placement, and
through these stages working alongside former
graduates and project managers.

This project management work requires
problem solving, attention to detail, stakeholder
engagement, communication, analysis and
coordinating resources to ensure success.
Working on the development team will also
provide exposure to international markets,
policy, technology, project design and financial
models. Learning opportunities are expanded
through weekly team meetings and toolbox
talks covering specific industry topics.

The project development cycle is the process
of progressing a solar project from an idea into
a reality. Our development team manage this
process by working with consultants to identify
and eliminate any potential issues to ensure the
project can reach the point of installation and
energisation.

GRID

PLANNING

Identify grid capacity & secure a grid
connection

Work with planning consultants to prepare
reports & submit a planning application

LEGAL

ROUTES TO MARKET

Engage landowners & finalise legal
documents

Financing & project delivery
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About the
Solar Industry
Elgin Energy first started developing solar
projects in the UK in 2009. At the time,
a government support scheme known as
the Renewable Obligations Scheme (RO)
was in place to support the deployment
of renewable projects. Solar required
a subsidy then as the technology was
relatively new and expensive however
since 2010, the cost of solar panels has
reduced by 90%.
The RO scheme ended in 2016 and many
operators left the market. Elgin Energy
remained and began the pursuit of their
“2020 Vision.” This vision was to deliver
large-scale unsubsidised solar to the
market from 2020 onwards. This thesis is
now coming to fruition in the UK and Elgin
Energy has amassed one of the largest
pipelines in the intervening period.

Elgin Energy entered the Irish market in
2015 and Australia in 2018 applying our
knowledge and expertise from the UK
market.
As witnessed in the UK, solar no longer
requires a subsidy however supportive
policy is necessary to provide a road
map for delivery of projects and achieve
energy targets.
The energy system of tomorrow will be
a diverse one consisting of wind, water,
solar & storage.
Our team is working hard to maximise
the contribution solar will make to
decarbonisation in our core markets.
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Company
Culture
At Elgin Energy, our company values of integrity, respect,
positivity, and sustainability combine to create our company
culture. These values are intrinsic to the work we do inside
and outside of the office.
Our dynamic team works hard to ensure success for the company, and we celebrate
achievements together. Social events take place regularly thanks to our social
committee and we have an in-house wellbeing offering to promote a healthy
balanced lifestyle.
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“

I started as an intern in 2015 working on the Irish
market.

“

In six years, I have gotten exposure to every
area of the business and have progressed in to a
senior project management role.

I continued my studies with a PhD in 2019 and am
working part-time on the project development
team.

Maeve O’Callaghan

Fabiola Schneider

Senior Project Manager

Projects

I joined Elgin Energy as an intern in 2018 while
studying a Masters’ in UCD.
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About
Us

How to
Apply

Established in 2009, Elgin Energy is an
international independent solar development
platform.

To apply for a position in Elgin
Energy’s graduate programme,
please visit our website here.

To date, we have delivered 230 megawatts
(MW) across 21 projects in the UK including the
largest solar farms in Scotland (Errol, 13MW)
and Northern Ireland (Bann Road).
Our fast-growing team works out of offices in
Dublin, London & Sydney and are developing a
global pipeline of 3 gigawatts (GW).

8

