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Our growing company
A message from our Managing Director
2018 was an exciting year for both the
Irish solar industry and Elgin Energy.
There were signs of progress with the
long-awaited publication of the High
Level Design of the Renewable
Electricity Support Scheme (RESS). This
document furnished positive signals for
investment in Ireland across the renewable sector
and made history in providing initial government support for
the Irish solar industry.

A MESSAGE FROM
OUR MD

In March of this year, the government announced an
investment of €10 million to facilitate modernisation across
Irish farms. The grant will provide for the installation of solar PV
and additional energy efficiencies. This announcement
demonstrates how integral decarbonisation of Irish farms is to
achieving national climate change targets.
In June 2018, we launched a pilot scheme on a Kilkenny dairy
farm to demonstrate how quick and easy it is to install solar PV.
The 11kW system was installed in a single day and the project
provided savings of 10% on the electricity bill in six months.
In-house, we welcomed three new members to our team and
most recently two project development interns. We believe
that education is a key component in the progression of the
Irish solar industry and are excited to introduce these young
minds to our journey towards a zero-carbon future.

“I am determined to make
Ireland a leader in this area. The
reality is that it will require
difficult choices. Every person,
every community, every
business, every home, every
farm and every school will have
to make changes in the way we
live, and work and travel."

Irish Development Landscape

Minister Richard Bruton

Richard Bruton replaces Minister Naughten
In October 2018, Richard Bruton was appointed as the new Minister for the Department of
Communications, Climate Action & Environment (DCCAE). This change was welcomed among
those in the Irish solar industry. Before he resigned, Naughten published the High Level Design of
the Renewable Electricity Support Scheme (RESS), in July 2018. In the same week a grant for
residential solar PV was introduced by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI). Both
events indicate progress in the right direction however the detailed design of RESS is still being
finalised.
It is estimated that both RESS and the rooftop grant scheme will contribute to the creation of up
to 7,000 jobs in the Irish solar industry. Currently there is 1GW of solar projects with planning
permission in Ireland. 130MW of that total represents Elgin Energy's portfolio.
Minister Bruton brings a wealth of experience to his new appointment. From 2016 -2018, he was
Minister for Education. While in that position, he signed an order removing religion as a factor in
the primary school admissions process. In 2012, as Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, he
launched the first annual Action Plan for Jobs with a target to create 100,000 jobs by 2016. This
target was achieved in May 2015.
Minister Bruton was the first Minister to attend the Irish Solar Energy Association's annual
conference in November 2018. In March 2019, the Department announced a target of 70%
renewable penetration by 2030. We are hopeful that the Minister will continue to engage with
industry and realise his ambitious targets.
Keep up to date with our news by visiting our website
www.elgin-energy.com/news

